
PRESIDENT’S NOTES #16 -  August 2011 
 
 

PORSCHE CLUB MALAYSIA 
 

 
Dear Porschephiles 
 
Time to start our long range drives again 
 
1.0.  Mini DOTY to Phuket 
 
This mini is anything but mini. The 5 nighter started from our usual meeting point at the 
Sungai Buluh R n R. in the early hours. We are happy to report that there were 25 
Porsches in this drive, including 5 new rookies driving for the first time in a Doty. Small 
alterations to the destinations were made to facilitate the smooth implementation and 
overnight stops. 
 
 
Day One 
 
From Sungai Buluh RnR, we proceeded up 
north, making our first stop at Nibong Tebal for 
lunch and the delicious crab porridge and 
special homemade tofu. That done and then 
towards CTC near Changloon to get our 
insurances, immigration forms and other 
paperwork done. Despite repeated reminders, 
someone still forgot a thing or two. A bit of 
delay, but short of being long winded, we need 
to keep reminding participants on the check list. 
 
Crossing the border, we stopped at Hatyai overnight. As we try to upgrade over 
organization of drives, we now tend to limit single day drives to not more than 500 km, 
and arrive while there is still day light, preferably, before 5 pm local time. That will give 
us a chance to wind down, relax, wash up and enjoy where we are. Hatyai is good for 
lots of good quality massages where the whole family participates and the center 
opposite our hotel was packed almost exclusively with us. 
 
 
Day Two 
This is the day, we are to reach Khao Lak via Phatthalung,Thong Sun and Takua Pa. It 
is about 400 km with a couple of breakdowns that delayed us a bit. The windy B roads 
were amazing. Some of us did get lost and went on an alternative route, through a new 
highway, dual carriageway with hardly any vehicles all along the 77 km of straight roads 
(300 km/h capabilities?) before ending up with a 200 bend mountainous stretch of very 
windy road. No harm done, as we all reached the Merlin Resort with lots of time to spare. 
One thing about this Merlin. Large rooms, good service, full buffet breakfast for two 
every room, for the princely sum of ThB 1,680. This Special rate available only to PCM. 
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Day Three 
 
A short drive of 74 km from Khao Lak to Phuket. Split in two 
groups, the weather was wet and drizzly before drying up 
later in the day. As usual, the golf group went ahead earlier 
than the rest. Sometimes non golfers wonder how golfers can 
wake up so early when they never do on other days. This 
year we decided to have more free time to roam around the 
place and in a place like Phuket, there were plenty of places 
to go, things to do, and shopping. B Lay Tong was the 
chosen hotel on Patong beach. Dinner, was specially 
designed menu with giant Grouper head simmered in a tangy 
tamarind sauce. Very different. The rest of the menu was 
sumptuous. Best dinner of the Doty 
 
 
Day Four 
 
Free day to wander, golf, and relax. By now a few of us have 
rented motorcycles to putter around. Third round of golf at the 

Blue Canyon, where Tiger Woods played I was told. Most of 
us did enjoy the time we had after the long drives, and we all 
got ready to a dinner at Rickie's Handlebar Cafe and Hotel. 
This good friend of ours, amongst other things, restores 
motorcycles, mainly Harleys. The hotel of his was innovative 
enough themed as a garage and workshop. Here are some 
of the pictures of his hotel. It is a must see. Dinner was BBQ, 
overseen and cooked by Rickie himself who is a cook too. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Day Five.  
 
Back to Hatyai for a stopover. 462 km drive. Do not believe your GPS as it says 250 km. 
It is ok if you can walk on water. Again back to the sharksfin soup, endless massages 
and spicy local Thai food. 
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Acknowlegement 
 
The team was great. Chris Tan is the drive director assisted by Ong Eng Hock who 
proposed the route and drive admin by Frankie Yong and Ken Soo. Some hotel and 
dinner arrangements by Dato Peppe Foo and Gerrard. Dato Peppe is also the bursar 
and responsible for all monies. Accounts closed within a week of conclusion of drive. 
The participation fee of drive was Rm 600 Also thank you so much, Arnt Bayer of SDAP 
who, despite the short notice and staffing, made available to us a service van. 
 
 
2.0  Cayenne Durian. 
 
A short trip down to Tangkak and Sagil for some 
durians. While there, a tour to IOI Corp's Themed 
Gardens under the foothills of Gunung Ledang 
was arranged, courtesy of IOI. There were 5 
themes. English (with its own maze), European, 
Islamic, Malaysian and Japanese. The hard 
landscaping has yet to begin in this 55 acre 
facility. 
 
Durians at the Clubhouse, with some local fruits 
as well. One notable clone is a ' Crystal 
Mangosteen" Texture different. Sweetness high. 
 
We took this opportunity to host 25 kids to lunch 
from the Persatuan Kebajikan Sri Sakthi Ashram, 
Tangkak. These are kids aged 7 to 13yrs and 
come as orphans, or from broken families. We 
donated $10,000 raised from the SCC that went 
towards the education in the hopes that we can 
give them a better chance in life. 
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3.0 Buka Puasa 
 
The spirit of Ramadan, and the get 
together. 40 pax from PCM at Halia, 
Sime Darby Convention Center.  The 
place was super packed, but to buka 
puasa with us were 30 kids from 
Rumah Amal Kasih Bestari. The 
excitement on the faces of the kids 
looking at the big spread was good 
enough for us. They will go to bed full. 
Many are the times we take for 
granted, but to see kids 7 or 8, 
without parents tucking in to a 
fabulous meal makes us think about 
the excesses we indulge in. Thank 
you Dato Alex Nah and Tengku Dato 
Yusof for arranging this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.0 Goodyear Assymetrico launch and evaluation 
 
We had the good fortune to evaluate the 
newly launched Goodyear Assymetrico at 
Proton's test facility, which included the 
banked circuit in a Cayman S which was 
heavily modified. This Gernan 
manufactured tire is somewhat different 
from its predecessor in that the ultimate 
grip is higher and designed for each corner 
of the car. Round the Oval, the slalom 
around the cones felt very stable at high 
speeds and on the short straights, hitting 
210 kph is not a problem. However, upon 
reaching the banked portion, we had to 
brake to 170 kph ( recommended 120 kph), 
and the G forces were well in excess of 2.5 
G, which made lifting hands while going 
round, heavy as we fought the G force. We 
shall see how it performs later, as 
Goodyear do not have some sizes that we 
need. 
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Drive safe and to everyone, especially the 
Muslim brothers and sisters 
 
 
SELAMAT HARI RAYA 
 
Best Regards 
Key Soon Yue 
President PCM 


