
Location: Kilkenny
Kilkenny is a medieval town, also known as ‘the 
marble city and the first capital of Ireland.  This 
City/Town is as historic as it is charming. Its grand 
Kilkenny Castle was built in 1195 by Norman 
occupiers, the town has many well-preserved 
churches and monasteries, including imposing St. 
Canice’s Cathedral, the Black Abbey Dominican 

priory, both from the 13th century. The city’s compact nature means that all the points of interest are 
easily accessible by foot. Its picturesque ‘Medieval Mile’ of narrow lanes and historic buildings strung 
between castle and cathedral along the bank of the River Nore. Kilkenny is a centre for arts and crafts, 
and home to a host of fine restaurants, cafes, pubs and shops. The Porsche Club will have a selection of 
guide information for all our Members.

The Hotel:
This year we have chosen The Newpark 
Hotel as the venue. This is a 4 Star Hotel 
with a wide range of facilities. The hotel 
proudly maintain 40 acres of park land, with 
magnificent gardens. Newly built Terrace, 
130 appointed bedrooms with gorgeous 
views of the Hotel’s Grounds and Gardens. 
Interior facilities include a fully equipped 
Health Club, luxurious Escape Spa with 
Aveda, Fine Dining in Gulliver’s Restaurant, 
Scott’s Bar & Brasserie and a magnificent 
function room for our event. The Hotel has arranged a Porsche only parking area at the back of the Hotel 
(Drive to the end of the Parking Area behind Hotel).

Late Bookers:
We have arranged for The Kilkenny Court Hotel (4 Star), John 
Street to reserve some rooms for Friday and Saturday night. 
Phone: (056) 7723388. Mention Porsche – Parking is available 
there or park at the reserved area at the Newpark Hotel – Please 
reserve your places for dinner with Newpark if you are not 
staying there Tel: 056 7760500. There are a number of B&Bs 
on Castlecomer Road opposite The Newpark Hotel.

Early Birds on Friday “The beginning of a brilliant 
weekend”. 
Why not try and arrive early, see some of this great Medieval City, enjoy the Spa at Newpark or relax 
before the Friday Night Visit to Kilkenny City. We have arranged a great evening at the only welcoming 
Bank in Kilkenny, The Left Bank. 
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Saturday night:
Into the glad rags, make up, hair do, evening attire for 
The 2019 Porsche Club Yearly Annual Dinner. This is 
our 22nd year in existence, with an ever increasing Mem-
bership, last year an increase of 32%. This has enabled 
the Club to now have a great range of cars from classic 
to modern, a Membership where enjoyment of Porsche 
cars can be achieved together, also to foster a spirit of 
enjoyment that is why we are here this weekend.

The Newpark have put together a great evening with 
a PCI Drinks Reception in the Terrace (Ground Floor) 
commencing at 7.30pm. We then go to Dinner and en-
tertainment at 8pm in the Rossmoore Suite 

We have organised a very unusual speaker together with some background music, a dance floor for the dance mov-
ers !!!.  We will have some special prizes for the Charity Raffle (we would welcome spot prizes from Members).

Sunday: 
A late rise this morning, departing at 11.00am before we travel to Castlecomer which is famous for being a 
former coal mining town then over The Swan. This is a stunning drive, the views across Laois, Carlow and 
Wicklow are spectacular on a clear day. We pass through Abbeyleix which in 1790 the local landowner, the 

2nd Viscount de Vesci, decided the town was not suitable for his 
tenants, so he built an entirely new town and it is one of the best 
examples of a planned estate town in Ireland. The de Vesci fam-
ily still live in nearby Abbeyleix House, designed by James Wy-
att, and with magnificent gardens. Getting hungry, it is time to 
continue over some of the Slieve Bloom Mountains for lunch at 
Kinnitty Castle. This is an authentic Castle complete with suits 
of armour, a dungeon and fantastic grounds. Following lunch we 
have the final drive of the weekend driving over another great 
mountain road back to Mountrath where we go our own way. 
Journey time home should be 1.5 to 2 hours to most locations 
(close to M7 and M8).

Roll on 2020 for our next Annual Dinner.

important Points to remember.

Car Parking: Please proceed to the back of the Newpark Hotel Car Park to Porsche Area.

See above times for Mini Bus Transport to Left Bank for Friday night and return.

Drivers meeting and sign-on Saturday 9.15 am.

Drivers Depart Saturday in agreed order at 10.00am

Lunch Break: The Step House, Borris at 12.45pm.

Magical Tour Guide of Kilkenny for non-Drivers Saturday 2.00pm

Drinks reception in the Terrace at 7.30pm.

Annual Dinner Evening Entertainment at 8.00pm in the rossmoore Suite.

Please make your reservation for Annual Dinner with newpark Hotel Tel: 056 7760500.

Depart Sunday 11.00am for Kinnitty Castle.

Exterior by Night



Things to do in Kilkenny
Go back in time to Ireland’s Medieval Mile The 
Medieval Mile is a discovery trail running through 
the centre of Kilkenny city linking the 13th-cen-
tury St Canice’s Cathedral and the Anglo-Norman 
castle with much more in between. The Medieval 
Mile isn’t just focused on ancient history. Kilkenny 
is one of Ireland’s most cosmopolitan cities, with 
many blooming festivals, eateries and a creative 
people resulting in an electric atmosphere. The 
Medieval Mile Pass is the best value way to see 
all attractions of the Medieval Mile. The Medieval 
Mile Pass can be purchased online at www.kilken-
nychamber.ie at the Kilkenny Chamber office, at most attraction ticket desks, participating hotels in Kilkenny 
and the Customer Service Desk in MacDonagh Junction, Kilkenny. High Street Shopping provides a great se-
lection of retail therapy opportunities, Kieran Street provides more opportunities in this cobbled locked Street 
with boutiques offering clothing jewellery and a great selection of cafes.
The Medieval Mile Pass includes free admission to Kilkenny Castle, Medieval Mile Museum, Rothe House, 
Smithwick’s Experience, St Canice’s Cathedral & Round Tower, Kilkenny Cycling Treasure Hunt, Kilkenny 
Road Train Tours, Kilkenny City Tours Train and Kilkenny Ghost Tour.
Visit The Kilkenny Design Centre (opposite Kilkenny Castle) The Castle Yard, The Parade, College Park, Kil-
kenny (Bring a Credit Card with you- in preference not yours!). The Castle Yard is also home to the National 
Craft Gallery, one of Ireland’s most exciting artistic venues. Nearby is Butler House and Gardens a unique 
guesthouse that was once the Butlers’ Dowager House.
Further information from: Kilkenny Tourist Office, Shee Alms House, Rose Inn Street, Kilkenny.

T: 056 7751500      E: kilkenny@failteireland.ie     W: www.discoverireland.ie/kilkenny
___________________________________________________________________________________

Friday: The beginning.

An evening with a difference for the early Birds. We have arranged 
to visit to the most welcoming and friendly Bank in Kilkenny City 
at the Parade Junction. The venue is The Left Bank. It was the old 
Bank of Ireland Branch which has now been transformed into a 
world-famous Bar & Grill in Kilkenny. 
The impressive main bar has a lively atmosphere and a special 
area, The Snug, has been reserved for The Porsche Club. Louis’ 
Backyard (outdoor area) is a fully heated and covered smoking 
area with its own outdoor fireplace and both an indoor and outdoor 
bar (adjoining the Reserved Area).

The Bar food menu is available to Club Members until 8pm with their sister restaurant Rive Gauche serving 
until 9 pm (the Restaurant is adjoining the Reserved Area).

To reserve a Table at rive Gauche please contact reservations 056 7750016 reference no.: 999784
(Please provide at least 24 hours’ notice if you wish to edit or cancel your reservation).

How do we get there and return to The Newpark Hotel. A mini Bus will leave at 6.45 / 7.15 / 7.45.

Returning to the Newpark: Mini Bus leaving at 10.45 / 11.15 / 11.45 or Taxi for the Clubbers.

Take a Porsche Club Saturday Fun Tour of Kilkenny 
commencing at Kilkenny Castle at 2.00pm.
Discover the Fun Magical Historical & Hysterical way to experience Kilkenny’s 
Medieval Mile, the jewel in the crown of Ireland’s Ancient East.
The Walk is devised, guided (or MIS-guided as some might say) and operated by 
two of Ireland’s leading magicians and raconteurs.  Proud Irishmen, magicians, 
storytellers and all round fun guys Nevin Cody and Brendan Byrne are passion-
ate people. They will welcome you to the beautiful Kilkenny City will lead you 
on a jolly jaunt around this beautiful City. The tour takes about 90 minutes and 
then back to the Newpark in preparation for our evening Porsche Dinner.
The commencement time is designed to facilitate late comers and late risers !!
Mini Bus leaving Newpark Hotel at 1.30pm for Kilkenny Castle.

DrivES PLAnnED For SATurDAy AnD SunDAy
Saturday: The Presidents Drive. 
Sign in at 9.15am with coffee / tea biscuits for Members arriving 
to Kilkenny on Saturday. Driver and Passenger Briefing will take 
place. Depart: 10.00am. Detailed Road Book and Maps etc., will 
be distributed.
You don’t need a coastline for a classic Porsche drive. Join us for 
part of an historic journey through the Irish Countryside perhaps 
on some of the roads that the Gordon Bennett route raced by the 
world’s greatest daredevils at record-breaking speeds in 1903. We 

suggest you set yourself a much easier pace. Relax, get your motor running taking time to enjoy the breath-
taking scenery along the way.
Setting out from Kilkenny we are having a first one off event on Saturday at Kiltorcan “A track driving experi-
ence” and coffee where you can have the opportunity to drive the track in your own car (this is not a race but an 
opportunity at leisure to obtain the feeling of a Porsche on a track). 

We then drive to Inistioge which is a beautiful and historic vil-
lage on the river Nore in South Kilkenny. Its special character 
has made it one of the most visited places in the South East of 
Ireland for many decades. Is it no wonder this village has been a 
film location so many times?  We then drive around Graignaman-
agh a beautiful town and is home to Duiske Abbey, originally a 
Cistercian Monastery. 
The Guinness barges navigated through here to deliver Ireland’s 
favourite tipple. Then to Lunch in Borris at The Step House Ho-
tel. The town is a beautiful, untouched, full of charm and heritage 
nestling in the fertile valley of the River Barrow. We then visit 

one of the most beautiful areas in the South, a beautiful getaway - Mount Leinster. There are many beautiful 
scenes and views over the counties of South East Ireland, check it out for yourselves.

We then begin our drive back to the Newpark through Bunclody, 
Thomastown then Bennettsbridge which is a picturesque village 
on the Nore. This is truly a creative hotspot that has attracted arti-
san craft masters including Nicholas Mosse Pottery (self-powered 
by the Nore River) and Rory Leadbetter of Jerpoint Glass as well 
as many others. Why not stop for a little time before have Coffee 
at Mosse Pottery at their workshops before heading back to the 
Newpark Hotel which is a fifteen minute drive.     
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Car Parking: Please proceed to the back of the Newpark Hotel Car Park to Porsche Area. 

 

See above times for Mini Bus Transport to Left Bank for Friday Night and return. 
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